Maryland Psychiatric Society – Bills of Interest – 2004 Legislative Session


Maryland Psychiatric Society Legislative Roster
Updated: March 30, 2004
Key to Abbreviations:
FYI: For Your Information - no formal action taken
NA: No Action in the Assembly yet
NP: No Position
SWA: Support with Amendments

To read a specific bill go to the Maryland General Assembly website.

	Hearing Date
	House/Senate
	Bill #
	XFiled Bill #
	Bill Title
	Synopsis
	MedChi Position
	MPS Position
	Current Status

	
	HB
	1535
	
	Quality of Mental Health Care Panel
	Creating a Quality of Mental Health Care Panel in the Mental Hygiene Administration; specifying the purpose, members, terms, staff, quorum, compensation, powers, and duties of the Panel; providing notice requirements and hearing provisions; providing for specified penalties; and providing for appeals.
	
	oppose
	

	
	SB
	918
	
	Correctional Services - Prison-Based Drug Rehabilitation Demonstration Program
	Requiring the Division of Correction to establish a prison-based drug rehabilitation demonstration program for inmates in correctional facilities in the Division; authorizing the Division to collaborate with a specified type of private group in establishing the demonstration program; and providing for funding of the demonstration program.
	
	
	

	
	HB
	86
	SB 177
	Maryland Office of Minority Health
	Establishing the Maryland Office of Minority Health in the Executive Department; establishing the duties and responsibilities of the Office; establishing a Minority Health Advisory Commission; establishing the duties and responsibilities of the Commission; requiring the Director to promote health and prevention of disease among members of specified groups; etc.
	
	support
	passed House with amend., in Senate awaiting hearing

	
	HJ
	2
	
	Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 - Privacy Rule
	Urging the President, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and the Maryland Congressional Delegation to take appropriate measures to cease enforcement of the Privacy Rule established under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.
	FYI
	support
	

	
	HB
	295
	SB 194
	Crimes - Substance Abuse - Parole - Civil Commitment - Diversion
	Authorizing State's Attorneys to agree to nolle prosequi with a requirement for drug or alcohol treatment or a stet with a requirement for drug or alcohol treatment disposition for specified defendants; providing for the effect of that disposition on the parties; imposing a fee on the defendant; requiring drug and alcohol abuse evaluations for specified defendants; setting requirements for specified evaluation facilities; authorizing a court to require drug or alcohol abuse treatment under specified circumstances; etc.
	
	SWA
	passed House with Amendments, awaiting hearing in Senate

	
	SB
	401
	HB 760
	Workers' Compensation - Evaluation of Permanent Impairments
	Requiring that a licensed psychologist or a qualified physician perform an evaluation of a permanent impairment in a workers' compensation case that involves a behavioral or mental disorder; and requiring that the report of an evaluation in a case that involves a behavioral or mental disorder be submitted to the Workers' Compensation Commission in accordance with the regulations of the Commission.
	oppose at our request
	oppose
	Passed Senate, in ECM awaiting hearing

	
	HB
	1360
	SB 818
	Olmstead Compliance Act of 2004
	Establishing specified tests to determine if an individual is eligible for nursing facility services; requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to adopt specified regulations; requiring the Department to develop a specified program on or before July 1, 2004, to reduce the number of nursing facility beds occupied by medical assistance long-term care recipients in each county and Baltimore City; etc
	
	follow
	

	
	HB
	1120
	
	Task Force to Study the Impact of Methadone Clinics on Surrounding Communities and Businesses
	Establishing a Task Force to Study the Impact of Methadone Clinics on Surrounding Communities and Businesses; establishing the membership of the Task Force; requiring the chairman of the Task Force to be elected from among its members; providing that the Task Force shall be staffed by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Department of Legislative Services; establishing duties of the Task Force; requiring the Task Force to report its findings and recommendations by December 1, 2004; etc.
	
	support
	WITHDRAWN

	
	HB
	542
	
	Department of Legislative Services - Fiscal Notes - Health-Related Socioeconomic Impact Analysis
	Requiring a fiscal note for a bill with a health-related impact to include an analysis of the health-related socioeconomic impact of the bill at both the State and local level and relevant State and local laws; etc.
	
	follow
	

	01/27/2004
	SB
	98
	HB 510
	Family Law - Child Abuse and Neglect - Failure to Report - Penalty
	Making it a misdemeanor, subject to a $1,000 fine, for specified health practitioners, police officers, educators, and human service workers to fail to provide specified notice or make a specified report of suspected child abuse or neglect under specified circumstances; and altering time periods for making a report of suspected abuse or neglect.
	
	SWA
	re-referred to JPR

	02/10/2004
	HB
	490
	
	Nonviolent Drug Offenders - Drug Treatment instead of Incarceration
	none given at this time
	
	support
	WITHDRAWN

	02/10/2004
	HB
	797
	SB 501
	Nonviolent Drug Offenders - Drug Treatment Alternative to Incarceration
	Requiring a court to require each defendant who is convicted for a first or second violation of a specified drug-related crime to undergo an evaluation of eligibility for drug treatment by an alcohol or drug counselor; requiring a court to commit to the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene a defendant for drug treatment as a condition of probation instead of incarceration under specified circumstances; etc.
	
	support
	UNF

	02/11/2004
	SB
	194
	HB 295
	Crimes - Substance Abuse - Parole - Civil Commitment - Diversion
	Authorizing State's Attorneys to agree to nolle prosequi with a requirement for drug or alcohol treatment or a stet with a requirement for drug or alcohol treatment disposition for specified defendants; providing for the effect of that disposition on the parties; imposing a fee on the defendant; requiring drug and alcohol abuse evaluations for specified defendants; setting requirements for specified evaluation facilities; authorizing a court to require drug or alcohol abuse treatment under specified circumstances; etc.
	
	SWA
	

	02/12/2004
	HB
	519
	
	Pharmaceuticals - Marketing - Disclosure and Registration
	Requiring a pharmaceutical manufacturing company to disclose to the Board of Pharmacy specified marketing information on or before January 1 of each year; requiring the Board to provide the Office of the Attorney General with access to the disclosed information; requiring the Office to report annually on the disclosures; requiring an individual to register with the Board, pay a fee, and certify adherence to a specified code of ethics before practicing pharmaceutical marketing in the State; etc.
	
	follow
	referred to summer study

	02/17/2004
	HB
	552
	
	Private Review Agents - Uniform Treatment Plan Form - Regulations
	Requiring the Insurance Commissioner to include, in regulations concerning a private review agent's uniform treatment plan form for utilization review, the circumstances under which a provider may voluntarily use a carrier's proprietary form
	oppose
	support
	WITHDRAWN

	02/17/2004
	HB
	166
	
	Health Insurance - Standing Referrals to Specialists - Treatment Plans
	Requiring a specified treatment plan to provide for an initial referral that allows a member at least five visits to a specialist without having to obtain an additional referral from the member's primary care provider; and providing that the Act does not apply to certain services.
	support
	support
	

	02/18/2004
	SB
	564
	HB 994
	Juvenile Law - Competency
	Requiring the juvenile court to order an evaluation of a child under specified circumstances; requiring an evaluation to be performed by a qualified expert; requiring specified legal pleadings to be served on specified individuals and agencies; specifying procedures and conditions under which an examination is to be conducted; requiring a qualified expert to examine a child and prepare a report; requiring the qualified expert to review specified records and consider specified factors; specifying the contents of a report; etc.
	
	SWA
	UNF

	02/18/2004
	SB
	177
	HB 86
	Maryland Office of Minority Health
	Establishing the Maryland Office of Minority Health in the Executive Department; establishing the duties and responsibilities of the Office; establishing a Minority Health Advisory Commission; establishing the duties and responsibilities of the Commission; requiring the Director to promote health and prevention of disease among members of specified groups; etc.
	support concept
	support
	

	02/19/2004
	HB
	510
	SB 98
	Family Law - Child Abuse and Neglect - Failure to Report - Penalty
	Making it a misdemeanor, subject to a $1,000 fine, for specified health practitioners, police officers, educators, and human service workers to fail to provide specified notice or make a specified report of suspected child abuse or neglect under specified circumstances; and altering time periods for making a report of suspected abuse or neglect.
	
	SWA
	WITHDRAWN

	02/24/2004
	SB
	474
	HB 1244
	Public Health - Drug Abuse Treatment Programs - Zoning
	Authorizing drug abuse treatment programs that administer pharmacological interventions including methadone and LAAM to provide treatment, support, and recovery to opioid-addicted patients to locate in the same zoning areas as an office for one or more health care practitioners that provide outpatient treatment; prohibiting the subjection of these drug abuse treatment programs to any special exceptions, conditional use permits, or procedures that differ from that required for specified offices; etc.
	
	support
	referred to summer study

	02/24/2004
	HB
	581
	
	Health Insurance - Mandated Benefits - Exclusions for Preexisting Conditions
	Allowing a health insurer to exclude coverage for a mandated health benefit under Title 15, Subtitle 8 of the Insurance Article if the benefit relates to a condition revealed during medical underwriting and the benefit is excluded by a signed waiver attached to the health insurance contract.
	no position
	follow
	

	02/25/2004
	HB
	1271
	SB 715
	Access to Health Care and Community Health Care Safety Net Act of 2004
	Establishing the Maryland Community Health Resources Commission as an independent commission that functions within the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; providing for the duties of the Commission; creating the Community Health Resources Health Care Access Program within the Commission; establishing the Community Health Resources Commission Fund to consist of specified revenues; creating the Federally Qualified Health Centers Grant Program; etc.
	
	SWA
	

	02/25/2004
	SB
	530
	HB 1201
	Compulsive Gambling - Prevalence Study and Replication Prevalence Studies
	Requiring the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene to conduct a prevalence study and replication prevalence studies to measure the rate of problem and pathological gambling in Maryland; requiring the Secretary to contract with an independent researcher to conduct the prevalence studies, subject to the Secretary utilizing the most current psychiatric or diagnostic criteria for problem and pathological gambling; etc.
	
	support
	UNF

	02/25/2004
	SB
	496
	
	Public Health - Compulsive Gambling Treatment Program
	Establishing the Compulsive Gambling Treatment Program in the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; providing for the purpose of the Program; requiring the Program to be targeted towards a specified population; requiring the Compulsive Gambling Center, Inc. to establish and develop specified components of the Program; etc.
	
	SWA
	UNF

	02/25/2004
	SB
	545
	HB 1300
	Medical Malpractice Insurance - Base Rates
	Providing that if an insurer charges different rates for different medical specialties or combinations of medical specialties, the base rate paid by the highest-rated medical specialty or combination of medical specialties may not be greater than 600% of the base rate paid by the lowest-rated medical specialty or combination of medical specialties.
	oppose
	oppose
	

	02/25/2004
	SB
	737
	HB 1008
	Public-Private Partnership for Health Coverage for All Marylanders
	Expanding eligibility under the Maryland Medical Assistance Program to parents at or below a specified income, subject to specified limitations; including uninsured individuals in the Maryland Pharmacy Discount Program; including all individuals under the age of 19 years in the Maryland Children's Health Program (MCHP); altering the MCHP premium plan to apply to specified individuals whose family income is above a specified income; etc.
	support concept of expanded access
	SWA
	

	02/27/2004
	SB
	715
	HB 1271
	Access to Health Care and Community Health Care Safety Net Act of 2004
	Establishing the Maryland Community Health Resources Commission as an independent commission that functions within the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; providing for the duties of the Commission; creating the Community Health Resources Health Care Access Program within the Commission; establishing the Community Health Resources Commission Fund to consist of specified revenues; creating the Federally Qualified Health Centers Grant Program; etc.
	support concept of expanded access
	SWA
	

	03/02/2004
	HB
	1008
	SB 737
	Public-Private Partnership for Health Coverage for All Marylanders
	Expanding eligibility under the Maryland Medical Assistance Program to parents at or below a specified income, subject to specified limitations; including uninsured individuals in the Maryland Pharmacy Discount Program; including all individuals under the age of 19 years in the Maryland Children's Health Program (MCHP); altering the MCHP premium plan to apply to specified individuals whose family income is above a specified income; etc.
	
	SWA
	

	03/02/2004
	HB
	1244
	SB 474
	Public Health - Drug Abuse Treatment Programs - Zoning
	Authorizing drug abuse treatment programs that administer pharmacological interventions including methadone and LAAM to provide treatment, support, and recovery to opioid-addicted patients to locate in the same zoning areas as an office for one or more health care practitioners that provide outpatient treatment; prohibiting the subjection of these drug abuse treatment programs to any special exceptions, conditional use permits, or procedures that differ from that required for specified offices; etc.
	
	support
	referred to summer study

	03/02/2004
	HB
	287
	SB 193
	Maryland Medical Injury Compensation Reform Act
	Setting a limit of $500,000 on noneconomic damages in medical malpractice injuries; specifying what may be included in a claim for noneconomic damages; creating procedures relating to offers of judgment; apportioning specified costs; etc.
	SWA
	support MedChi
	UNF

	03/02/2004
	HB
	1300
	SB 545
	Medical Malpractice Insurance - Base Rates
	Providing that if an insurer charges different rates for different medical specialties or combinations of medical specialties, the base rate paid by the highest-rated medical specialty or combination of medical specialties may not be greater than 600% of the base rate paid by the lowest-rated medical specialty or combination of medical specialties
	oppose
	oppose
	

	03/03/2004
	HB
	943
	SB 756
	Maryland Medical Assistance Program - Carve-Out of Specialty Mental Health Services
	Requiring the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene to exclude specialty mental health services from the program requiring Medical Assistance Program recipients to enroll in managed care organizations; and repealing the authority of the Department to contract with a managed care organization to provide specialty mental health services.
	oppose
	support
	

	03/04/2004
	SB
	193
	HB 287
	Maryland Medical Injury Compensation Reform Act
	Setting a limit of $500,000 on noneconomic damages in medical malpractice injuries; specifying what may be included in a claim for noneconomic damages; creating procedures relating to offers of judgment; apportioning specified costs; etc.
	add technical admendments
	support MedChi
	UNF

	03/04/2004
	HB
	760
	SB 401
	Workers' Compensation - Evaluation of Permanent Impairments
	Requiring that a licensed psychologist or a qualified physician perform an evaluation of a permanent impairment in a workers' compensation case that involves a behavioral or mental disorder; and requiring that the report of an evaluation in a case that involves a behavioral or mental disorder be submitted to the Workers' Compensation Commission in accordance with the regulations of the Commission.
	oppose
	oppose
	

	03/04/2004
	HB
	994
	SB 564
	Juvenile Law - Competency
	Requiring the juvenile court to order an evaluation of a child under specified circumstances; requiring an evaluation to be performed by a qualified expert; requiring specified legal pleadings to be served on specified individuals and agencies; specifying procedures and conditions under which an examination is to be conducted; requiring a qualified expert to examine a child and prepare a report; requiring the qualified expert to review specified records and consider specified factors; specifying the contents of a report; etc.
	
	SWA
	WITHDRAWN

	03/09/2004
	HB
	1361
	
	Health Insurance - Appeals and Grievances
	Altering specified provisions governing the submission of a claim by a health care provider to an insurance carrier for payment; requiring insurance carriers to accept the filing of an appeal from specified individuals; requiring carriers and private review agents to make specified determinations within a specified time period; etc.
	SWA
	no position
	

	03/09/2004
	SB
	501
	HB 797
	Nonviolent Drug Offenders - Drug Treatment Alternative to Incarceration
	Requiring a court to require each defendant who is convicted for a first or second violation of a specified drug-related crime to undergo an evaluation of eligibility for drug treatment by an alcohol or drug counselor; requiring a court to commit to the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene a defendant for drug treatment as a condition of probation instead of incarceration under specified circumstances; etc.
	
	support
	

	03/09/2004
	SB
	247
	HB 203
	Public Health - Licensed Pharmacists - Dispensing Emergency Contraception
	Authorizing a licensed pharmacist to dispense emergency contraception if the pharmacist has a specified arrangement with a licensed physician that is approved by the Board of Pharmacy and the State Board of Physicians; authorizing a licensed pharmacist to initiate the arrangement; providing for the duration of the arrangement; requiring the Board of Pharmacy and the State Board of Physicians to jointly develop and adopt regulations to implement the Act; etc.
	
	follow
	

	03/09/2004
	SB
	248
	HB 204
	Public Health - Licensed Pharmacists - Emergency Contraception Dispensing Program
	Establishing the Emergency Contraception Dispensing Program in the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH); providing a means of authorizing specified licensed pharmacists to dispense emergency contraception without a prescription in accordance with specified procedures; authorizing DHMH to adopt specified regulations, collect specified fees, issue and renew certificates to specified licensed pharmacists, and conduct and approve specified educational training programs; etc.
	
	follow
	

	03/10/2004
	HB
	1079
	
	New Freedom Initiative
	Requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to develop a New Freedom Initiative Plan to close the Rosewood Center; requiring the Plan to provide for the transition of all Rosewood Center residents to community-based services; requiring the Department to implement the Plan on or before a specified date; requiring the Comptroller to transfer specified amounts from the Community Services Trust Fund to the General Fund; requiring the transferred funds to be repaid over a specified period; etc.
	
	oppose
	

	03/10/2004
	SB
	529
	
	Health Insurance - Maryland Health Insurance Plan - Specialist Services
	Requiring any health benefit plan offered by the Maryland Health Insurance Plan that includes specialty care services to allow a member to use an out-of-network specialist if there is no in-network specialist within 25 miles of the member's residence; prohibiting the health benefit plan from imposing on the member a higher copayment or coinsurance requirement than the copayment or coinsurance requirement imposed for the same service if provided by an in-network specialist; and applying the Act.
	support
	support
	UNF

	03/10/2004
	SB
	756
	HB 943
	Maryland Medical Assistance Program - Carve-Out of Specialty Mental Health Services
	Requiring the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene to exclude specialty mental health services from the program requiring Medical Assistance Program recipients to enroll in managed care organizations; and repealing the authority of the Department to contract with a managed care organization to provide specialty mental health services.
	oppose
	support
	

	03/11/2004
	SB
	819
	HB1360
	Olmstead Compliance Act of 2004
	Establishing specified tests to determine if an individual is eligible for nursing facility services; requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to adopt specified regulations; requiring the Department to develop a specified program on or before July 1, 2004, to reduce the number of nursing facility beds occupied by medical assistance long-term care recipients in each county and Baltimore City; etc.
	
	follow
	

	03/12/2004
	HB
	1073
	SB 574
	Community-Based Mental Health Services - Funding
	Requiring the Governor to include in the annual State budget bill a $10,000,000 appropriation for community-based mental health services; and requiring funding for community-based mental health services to be used for a specified purpose.
	
	support
	ReassignedHGO & APP - Ck ltr

	03/17/2004
	HB
	203
	SB 247
	Public Health - Licensed Pharmacists - Dispensing Emergency Contraception
	Authorizing a licensed pharmacist to dispense emergency contraception if the pharmacist has a specified arrangement with a licensed physician that is approved by the Board of Pharmacy and the State Board of Physicians; authorizing a licensed pharmacist to initiate the arrangement; providing for the duration of the arrangement; requiring the Board of Pharmacy and the State Board of Physicians to jointly develop and adopt regulations to implement the Act; etc.
	oppose
	follow
	

	03/17/2004
	HB
	204
	SB 248
	Public Health - Licensed Pharmacists - Emergency Contraception Dispensing Program
	Establishing the Emergency Contraception Dispensing Program in the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH); providing a means of authorizing specified licensed pharmacists to dispense emergency contraception without a prescription in accordance with specified procedures; authorizing DHMH to adopt specified regulations, collect specified fees, issue and renew certificates to specified licensed pharmacists, and conduct and approve specified educational training programs; etc.
	oppose
	follow
	

	03/17/2004
	HB
	1365
	
	Department of Health and Mental Hygiene - Public Mental Health System - Study
	Requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to conduct or commission a study to develop a "next generation managed care" system design for the Maryland public mental health system; providing for the goals of the study; specifying the items to be developed, determined, and analyzed by the study; and requiring the Department to report on the findings and recommendations of the study on or before September 30, 2005.
	support
	support
	

	03/18/2004
	HB
	1262
	SB 896
	Physicians - Practice of Medicine - Expert Witness Testimony
	Altering the definition of the practice of medicine to include testifying as or offering an opinion as a medical expert witness regarding specified medical conduct in the course of a legal proceeding.
	SWA
	oppose
	

	03/23/2004
	HB
	1492
	
	Psychologists - Practice Psychology - Microstimulation
	Altering the definition of practicing psychology to include the use of microstimulation techniques and instruments that do not pierce or cut the skin to manage the pain of an individual.
	defer to MPS
	follow
	hearing cancelled

	03/23/2004
	HB
	1452
	
	Task Force to Study the Maryland Public Mental Health System
	Creating a Task Force to Study the Maryland Public Mental Health System; providing for the composition, staff, and compensation of the Task Force; requiring the Task Force to study specified issues regarding the public mental health system; requiring the Task Force to submit a report on the Task Force's findings and recommendations to the Governor and specified committees of the General Assembly on or before September 30, 2005; and providing for the termination of the Act
	support
	support
	Passed 2nd reader with amendments

	03/23/2004
	HB
	1433
	SB 873
	Mental Health - Emergency Evaluation - Psychiatric Nurses
	Authorizing clinical nurse specialists in psychiatric and mental health nursing and psychiatric nurse practitioners to file and present a petition for an emergency evaluation of an individual.
	no position
	support
	

	03/25/2004
	SB
	574
	HB 1073
	Community-Based Mental Health Services - Funding
	Requiring the Governor to include in the annual State budget bill a $10,000,000 appropriation for community-based mental health services; and requiring funding for community-based mental health services to be used for a specified purpose.
	
	support
	

	03/25/2004
	SB
	896
	HB1262
	Physicians - Practice of Medicine - Expert Witness Testimony
	Altering the definition of the practice of medicine to include testifying as or offering an opinion as a medical expert witness regarding specified medical conduct in the course of a legal proceeding.
	SWA
	oppose
	

	03/25/2004
	HB
	1123
	
	Income Tax Credit for Malpractice Insurance Premium Increases
	Allowing a State income tax credit in an amount equal to 50% of the increase for the taxable year in medical malpractice insurance premiums paid by a licensed physician to the extent the increase over the prior taxable year is greater than 10% but does not exceed 50%; applying the Act to tax years after 2003 but before 2007; and terminating the Act after 3 years.
	
	follow
	

	03/30/2004
	SB
	900
	
	Driver Responsibility Act
	Requiring an individual holding a driver's license to pay specified additional fees if 5 or more points have been assessed against the individual within a specified time period or the individual has been convicted of specified alcohol- or drug-related offenses; establishing the Medical Assistance Program Fund; requiring specified fees charged under the Act to be deposited into the Fund; etc.
	
	support
	

	03/31/2004
	SB
	873
	HB 1433
	Mental Health - Emergency Evaluation - Psychiatric Nurses
	Authorizing clinical nurse specialists in psychiatric and mental health nursing and psychiatric nurse practitioners to file and present a petition for an emergency evaluation of an individual.
	no position
	support
	Passed Sen with amendments, in House

	03/31/2004
	HB
	309
	
	State Advisory Council on Obesity in Youth
	Establishing a State Advisory Council on Obesity in Youth to provide advice and recommendations to the General Assembly on public awareness of obesity in youth and its prevention; specifying the membership, terms, chairman, staff, and purpose of the Advisory Council; and requiring the Advisory Council to issue a report to the Governor and the General Assembly every 2 years.
	
	support
	Passed House, in FIN

	04/01/2004
	HB
	981
	
	Health and Human Services Referral System
	Establishing the Health and Human Services Referral Board; providing for the membership, tenure, chairperson, and staff of the Health and Human Services Referral Board; providing oversight for pilot programs; requiring the Board to make certain determinations; requiring reports to the Governor and General Assembly; and defining terms.
	
	support
	passed House, in Senate

	04/01/2004
	HB
	844
	
	Hospitals - Maternity Patients - Providing Information about Postpartum Depression
	Requiring each hospital that provides maternity and obstetrical services to provide written information about postpartum depression to maternity patients prior to a patient's discharge.
	no position
	support
	Passed and in Sen.


03/30/04

