Maryland Preferred Drug List Changes

The following six classes of drugs have been added to the Maryland Preferred Drug List (PDL) effective October 1, 2005:  

· Alzheimer’s Agents




· Anti-Parkinson’s Agents

· Atopic Dermatitis
· Hypoglycemics, Metformins
· Ophthalmics, Glaucoma Agents

· Platelet Aggregation Inhibitors

For a copy of the new PDL visit http://www.dhmh.state.md.us/mma/mpap/pdf/Advisory19.pdf.  All changes and new listings are highlighted.  

One major change is creating tiered therapy in the Stimulants and Related Agents Category.  Strattera® will become a Tier Two product on the PDL.  If there is no history of use of Strattera® or a Tier One agent in the recipient’s most recent 90-day drug history, Strattera® will require a preauthorization.  However, Strattera® may be adjudicated without a preauthorization based upon the following two exceptions:  

· Strattera® is considered a mental health drug, and therefore, grandfathered for all recipients who are currently receiving it.  

· If a claim for Strattera® is submitted and the recipient has had a history of receiving a Tier One Agent within the previous 90-day period, it will adjudicate without a preauthorization. 
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